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Going and coming...Home...  

 

It is interesting how they say that you can never go back again. I remember traveling 

back to my boyhood home where so many of my childhood memories still run rampant through 

the neighborhood. The memories were all there; but the place looked different somehow. The 

tree we planted when I was only six or seven years old (that I had to carefully mow around 

without mowing over!) was there, but it was now huge! The ball-field where I played Little 

League was still there, but the bases seemed so much closer together now than they did then. 

Perhaps the perspective of age, or the distance of time somehow managed to change everything 

around a bit. But still, it was good to go home again.  

 

Next week at this time, I shall be walking the shores of the Sea of Galilee with Ron, 

Belinda, Carol, and Gracie. I am looking forward to making that trip again - having made it just 

last year. There is so much that I want to see again: the Synagogue in Capernaum where Jesus 

spent much of his teaching ministry; the Upper Room where the disciples had the final meal 

with Jesus before his betrayal and crucifixion; Golgotha, or "the place of the skull" where Jesus 

was purportedly crucified (it actually looks like a skull in the rock formation!); the shore where 

Jesus cooked breakfast for the disciples after the resurrection; and all the rest! 

 

I cannot help but wonder if Jesus could somehow go back to his boyhood home of 

Nazareth, if he would recognize the place. What would he think? How would he feel? Of 

course, you might say itôs silly to think about whether Jesus would care about these things. But 

I wonder about what he would think if he were to look at the Christian Faith in the same way. 

Do you think that Jesus might be wondering where our faith has led us down these two 

thousand years or so? Do you ever wonder what he might say to the congregations that bear his 

name? What do you think He might say to you and me about the expectation He has of us 

learning the faith - and living it out daily? Would He say, "Well done, good and faithful 

servant"? Looking at our congregation, I'd like to think so, but I also know we can do better. 

There are still folks who are outside our doors who desperately need to hear the good news, and 

to feel the warmth of God's forgiving, sustaining grace. While we have been very faithful, there 

is much yet to be done. 

 

Perhaps I spend a little too much time wondering about these things. But then again, I 

will have a long flight to ponder these things going home again to Jesus' home, and then coming 

home again to Jesus' other home!  

 

See you in Church! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Brad  
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FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR AMYééé 

 

At times there are people who assume that because I am young I want to be a part of a church 

with a coffee bar, or a church that has its own iPhone app, or one with a rock band playing our 

contemporary music.  But, that is not the case. I want to be a part of a church that has a cool 

factor of about 0. I want a church that has fussy children, old liturgy, odd congregants, and 

music that comes from the heart. Why? 

 

Because I want to be a part of a community of faith that shares the tradition of Jesus.  

 

Just read the Gospels and it becomes blatantly obvious that Jesusô friends and followers were 

not cool. They were mostly sinners, misfits, outcasts, poor people, sick people, and some crazy 

people.  

 

So called ñcoolò congregations can get too wrapped up in the performance of church that they 

forget to actually óbe the church.ô  

 

We need to remember to be the church. To be more outwardly focused instead of inwardly. To 

be more accepting of the stranger when they show up.  

 

An un-cool church doesnôt care what society thinks and isnôt afraid to go out into the world 

ready to get their hands dirty. Itôs like I told the kids on Super Wednesday: What is more 

important, being popular with your peers or being popular with God? All of the kids got it right 

and we should too. If we want to be Wesleyan, which we should want, because I donôt think 

Wesley was very ñcoolò either. Then we need to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, provide 

shelter for the homeless, educate the children, visit the imprisoned, widowed, and orphaned. 

These are all things to do on top of our bible studies and worship on Sunday mornings. 

 

We need to open our ears and our hearts to hear Godôs calling on our individual lives and on us 

as a part of the body of Christ. God doesnôt care whether or not weôre cool. We are all in need 

of a Savior.                                                                                                                Pastor Amy 

 

 
 

      Canyon Lake CROP Hunger Walk  

        

      Saturday, March 10, 2012 

      Walk begins at St. Thomas Church and continues 

on Canyon Dam 

Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. 

Walk begins at 9:00 a.m. 
 



 

 Doors left "propped" open are an  

on-going problem the morning following evening 

activities.  Please do not put stones or other objects in the doors or 

on the door sills to prevent them from closing completely.   

The reason why the doors lock automatically when closed 

is to prevent vandalism and unauthorized entry.      

Your efforts will be appreciated.   

Thank you.  

CLUMC Trustees  

Carl Kaupp, Chair 

                                                                                              ------------------------------------------------------ 

         
The mulch left over from the tree trimming on the church 

property is available to church members on a "first come, first 

served" basis.   

Carl Kaupp, Trustees Chairman 

                                                                                                    ______________________                      

                    Hope Circle News 

The Hope Circle kicked-off this year with a bang.  Sandy 

McLeod, our Wesley Nurse gave the program with 19 ladies in 

attendance.  There were several discussions about a hands - on 

project for the year.   The meeting was closed in a circle with a 

prayer from Carol Bisset. 

                         CRRC Needsé 

We are low on toilet paper again. This is something we cannot 

purchase through the San Antonio Food Bank, and we completely 

rely upon our community supporters to provide. We also cannot 

obtain much soup from the Food Bank. Any type of canned soup 

will be helpful. Imagine being able to open a can of soup on some 

of our chilly days this winter! Many in our area cannot afford a can 

of soup, so, if you can buy an extra one next time youôre in that 

aisle, it will be greatly appreciated. As usual, soap is also needed.  

      Maureen Schein, 

Resource Program Director, CRRC 

     

 

 February Birthdays 

 
Lynn Baumeister   4 

Merle Payne   5  

Joan Platt   5  

James Richter   6 

Julie Collins   7  

Elijah Lopez-Hill  7  
Cian Murphy   7  

Anita Cressy   8  

Roze Strohmeyer  8  

Anne Griffey   9  

Robert Johnson   9  

Dorothy Anthony  10  

Valerie Hospers   10  

Michael Mathis   10  

Ian Morris   10  

Kay Oldham   10  

Clay Richie   10  

Rebekah Tucker   10  
Rachel Tucker   10  

Bob Rosinbaum   13  

Tom Hornseth   14  

Betty Smith   14  

Annie Waller   15  

Myrtle Swearingen  16  

Adelle Young   16 

Grace Balzer   17  

Anita Gross   17  

Kevin Sullivan   17  

Jeanie Barr   19  
Forrest Hardin   19  

Paul Mathis   19  

Eddie Grimes   20  

Jake Merritt   20  

Brittany Tucker  20  

Kaitlyn Yuill   20  

Kyle Yuill   20  

Gloria Fox   21  

Gregory Maus   21  

Richie DeLevan IV  22  

Edna Earle Faust   22  

Rodney McCutcheon  22  
Elisha  McCutcheon  22  

Amy Shear   22  

Rex Dowden   23  

Nick Neptune   23  

Cathy Salling  24  

Rose Coffman   25  

Chloe Drum   25  

Mike Dwight   25  

Bob Mitchell  26  

Michelle Feller   28  

Justin Powell   28



 

 

   Mission Note   
         Methodist Mission Home 

ñGiving Godôs Children a Faith, a Family and a 

Futureò 

The Methodist Mission Home is located at 

6487 Whitby Road in San Antonio.  The facility 

offers hope to individuals facing spiritually, 

emotionally and physically challenging 

circumstances giving them the opportunity to lead 

enriched, rewarding and satisfying lives. 

Through professional guidance and 

compassionate support, teens and young women 

facing unplanned pregnancy and families 

considering adoption make mutually beneficial 

decisions. 

         Through transitional education, including 

                                                                                                life skills and vocational training, young adult with                              

                                                                                                disabilities and those who are deaf develop con-  

                                                                                                fidence and competence to reach their personal  

                                                                                                level of independent living. 

                                                                                                The Vision statement of the Methodist Mission  

                                                                                                Home is that MMH will be the recognized leader in 

                                                                                                adoption and services for people with disabilities 

                                                                                                fulfilling the needs of the people served by: 
 

Building families and giving every child a 

safe and loving home 

Educating every child, youth and adult 

about adoption as a loving alternative 

Eliminating barriers for people with 

disabilities to achieve their personal best 

More than a century after their humble 

beginning, the Methodist Mission Home 

continues to serve hundreds of people through 

adoption services which ministers to birth 

mothers and fathers during a time of great need.  

They offer domestic, international and older 

child adoption programs to families wanting to 

adopt.  The Southwest Center for Higher 

Independence offers community-based and 

residential programs for adults who are 

deaf/hard to hearing or have other disabilities. 
 

Please consider supporting the Methodist 

Mission Home by leaving an offering at the 

Communion Rail on Sunday, February 5
th

. 

 

Blessings, 

Your Mission Committee 

 

 

 

Missionary of the Month 
Carol Partridge 
Zagrebacka 4 

MK-2400 Strumica, Macedonia 

Email: carolpartridge @ yahoo.com 
Birthday:  February 9 

 Carol Partridge is a missionary of the Board of Global 

Ministries of the United Methodist Church assigned to 

the United Methodist Church of Macedonia as Director 

of Christian Education. 

  Carol first went to Macedonia as a Peace Corps 

Volunteer and served from 1997-1999.  ñEven then, I felt 

the Holy Spirit was leading me,ò she says.  She 

connected with the UMC in Macedonia by attending 

services, making friends and even teaching Sunday 

School.  ñI was at home in the UMC in the States, so it 

felt like a welcoming place in Macedonia too.ò  Carol 

returned to Macedonia as a missionary in 2000. 

  ñI love my work and I feel this is exactly the 

place God wants me to be.  Being a missionary is even 

more fun and rewarding than being in the Peace 

Corps.  A Macedonia teacher and I started a Saturday 

morning Bible class for neighborhood children.  We 

knew it was a success when the children did not want to 

leave at the end of class.ò 
  Carol works with all thirteen of the UM 

congregations in Macedonia, especially with children, 

youth and women.  Her responsibilities include 

development of Sunday school materials in the 

Macedonia language; training Sunday school teachers 

and youth group leaders; teaching Bible classes and 

English classes and organizing summer programs, 

including Vacation Bible School and multiethnic youth 

camp.  She helps with classes and seminars for women 

on such topics as health and wholeness and leadership 

development, and with ecumenical activities like World 

Day of Prayer. 

  Through articles and stories she writes, many of 

which are published by magazines and newspapers in the 

US and Western Europe, Carol spreads the world about 

UMC in Macedonia.  She also participates in the 

churchôs humanitarian outreach programs.  Carol leads a 

monthly English language worship service in the UMC 

in Skopje, the capital of Macedonia.  She writes and 
directs dramas that are presented by the children for 

Christmas, Easter, Motherôs Day and Easter. 

  Carol served as director of Christian education 

of Twin Towers United Methodist Church in Alameda, 

California from 1993-96 and has been a writer of 

childrenôs books, short stories and articles.  In addition, 

she was editor and publisher of ñYoung Readerôs Page,ò 

a Christian newsletter for children. 

  A native of Maine, she is a 1969 graduate of 

Colby College in Waterville with a B.A. degree in 

Latin.  She earned a M.A. degree in English in 1995.  

http://yahoo.com/


 

 

 

METHODIST DAY SCHOOL NEWS  

 

Our year is moving right along.  It has been cold enough to keep us off the playground 
quite a few times this year.  We had lots of interesting activities to keep the children busy and 
to learn about cold weather.  We had a thematic unit about day and night and had a pajama 
day with pancake lunch.  It was a great hit with the children.  Sleeping bags, pillows, slippers, 
and cuddly animals were everywhere.  Nurse Sandy talked to the children about how to dress 
appropriately to keep warm in cold weather. 

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭŘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  hǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
¦{!Σ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ Ŏƻǿōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŘŜƻǎΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜǎΩ ǇŀǊǘȅ 
on Monday, the 13th.  The children will exchange cards and share special treats. 

We enrolled two new children last month and we were so happy to have them.  Our 
current enrollment is at 13.    We will continue to provide an environment where each child 
can gain a love for learning and a greater underǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
training.  Please pray for this weekday mission. 
 

Most sincerely, 
Chris McNeill, Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

February Anniversaries 

           Bruce and Pat Hurley                 2 

 Roy and Dee Danford     13 

 Tom and Kathy Borders    14 

 J.E. and Carole Gillaspy    14 

 Art and Micki Authier     15 

 Clint and Edna Earle Faust    15 

Miles and Margaret Watkins    25 

 


